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'Aviator' nonstop at BAFTA
'Vera Drake' takes lead actress, director
 
By ARCHIE THOMAS

LONDON -- "The Aviator" piloted its way to victory at the British Academy 
Film Awards, scooping the film prize and three other awards to become the 
most celebrated film at Saturday night's kudofest.

Home-grown favorite "Vera Drake" took three honors, including wins for lead 
actress Imelda Staunton and director Mike Leigh. Popular returning host 
Stephen Fry spoke for many of those in the patriotic audience at the Odeon 
Leicester Square when he crudely joked, "It would have been a miscarriage 
of justice" had "Drake" not won something.

"Ray" (actor and sound winner) "Eternal Sunshine of the Spotless Mind" 
(original screenplay and editing) and "The Motorcycle Diaries" (foreign-lingo 
pic and film music) nabbed two gongs apiece on a night when no one film 
ran away from the pack.

Scorsese doesn't score

Losing to Leigh meant more kudos disappointment for "The Aviator" pilot 
Martin Scorsese. Leigh admitted that, "given the field," he felt 
"uncharacteristically surprised" by his triumph.

Despite leading the BAFTA field with 14 nominations, "The Aviator" scored 
only in the supporting actress (Cate Blanchett), production design and 
makeup/hair sections, in addition to the top prize.

As expected, Oscar frontrunner Jamie Foxx ("Ray") collected the actor 
award. Presenter Helen Mirren, who's married to the pic's director, Taylor 
Hackford and who accepted the prize on Foxx's behalf, read a note from the 
thesp that blamed his absence on the fact that he's "driving a cab around 
L.A. at gunpoint." Foxx also was nommed for his supporting perf for his role 
as a cabbie in "Collateral."

Supporting actor kudos went to Clive Owen ("Closer"). The Golden Globe 
winner was another popular winner on home turf and dedicated his win to 
London: "The play started here, the film was shot here and I live here."

Blanchett blitz

Blanchett confirmed her status as the favorite in the supporting actress 
Oscar race with a BAFTA triumph. Accepting her prize, she acknowledged 
Katharine Hepburn's trailblazing role for women working in film today.
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There were single wins for "Collateral" (cinematography,) "The Day After 
Tomorrow" (special visual effects) and "Sideways" (adapted screenplay). 
Oscar best picture contenders "Sideways" and "Million Dollar Baby" -- latter 
had no BAFTA noms -- were underseen by BAFTA voters as screenings 
were held over the hectic Christmas period.

Matthew Vaughn, the only person to be nominated twice for the Carl 
Foreman newcomer award -- he was nommed as a producer in 1998 
("Lock, Stock & Two Smoking Barrels") and as a director ("Layer Cake") this 
time around -- again missed out. Writer-director Amma Asante took home 
the honor and handy £10,000 ($18,686) cheque for her debut "A Way of
Life."

'Summer' the Brit pick

Surprise of the evening came when the Alexander Korda Award for British 
pic went to Pawel Pawlikowski's "My Summer of Love." Awarded early in the 
proceedings, prize was widely expected to go to "Vera Drake."

The BAFTA Fellowship was bestowed upon composer John Barry and the 
Michael Balcon Award for contribution to Brit cinema was presented to 
well-loved script supervisor Angela Allen, who began her illustrious continuity 
career in 1949 with "The Third Man."

Signaling the increased relevance of the BAFTAs in the awards season 
calendar and heightened local interest, awards were telecast by BBC1 in 
Saturday night primetime. Kudofest was moved from its usual Sunday night 
slot to avoid clashing with Chinese New Year's celebrations in London's 
nearby Chinatown.

And the winners are...
FILM
"The Aviator," Michael Mann, Sandy Climan, Graham King, Charles Evans 
Jr

BRITISH FILM (ALEXANDER KORDA AWARD)
"My Summer of Love," Tanya Seghatchian, Christopher Collins, Pawel 
Pawlikowski

CARL FOREMAN AWARD FOR BRITISH FIRST FEATURE FILM
Amma Asante, director/writer for A Way of Life"

DIRECTOR (DAVID LEAN AWARD)
Mike Leigh "Vera Drake" 

ORIGINAL SCREENPLAY
Charlie Kaufman "Eternal Sunshine of the Spotless Mind"

ADAPTED SCREENPLAY
Alexander Payne, Jim Taylor "Sideways"

FILM NOT IN THE ENGLISH LANGUAGE
"The Motorcycle Diaries" Michael Nozik, Edgard Tenembaum, Karen 
Tenkhoff, Walter Salles

ACTOR
Jamie Foxx, "Ray"

ACTRESS
Imelda Staunton, "Vera Drake"

SUPPORTING ACTOR
Clive Owen, "Closer"

SUPPORTING ACTRESSCate Blanchett, "The Aviator"

FILM MUSIC (ANTHONY ASQUITH AWARD)
"The Motorcycle Diaries," Gustavo Santaolalla

RELATED VARIETY VISION 
VIDEO:

~ Don Cheadle
~ Leonardo DiCaprio
~ Annette Bening
~ Hilary Swank
~ Taylor Hackford
~ Brad Bird 
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CINEMATOGRAPHY
"Collateral," Dion Beebe, Paul Cameron

EDITING
"Eternal Sunshine of the Spotless Mind," Valdís Óskarsdóttir

PRODUCTION DESIGN
"The Aviator," Dante Ferretti

COSTUME DESIGN
"Vera Drake," Jacqueline Durran

SOUND
"Ray" Steve Cantamessa, Scott Millan, Greg Orloff, Bob Beemer

SPECIAL VISUAL EFFECTS
"The Day After Tomorrow,"  Karen E Goulekas, Neil Corbould, Greg 
Strause, Remo Balcells

MAKE UP & HAIR
"The Aviator," Morag Ross, Kathryn Blondell, Siân Grigg

SHORT ANIMATION FILM"Birthday Boy," Andrew Gregory, Sejong Park

SHORT FILM
"The Banker," Kelly Broad, Hattie Dalton

ORANGE FILM OF THE YEAR (voted for by members of the general 
public)
"Harry Potter and the Prisoner of Azkaban"

ACADEMY FELLOWSHIP
John Barry

MICHAEL BALCON AWARD FOR OUTSTANDING BRITISH 
CONTRIBUTION TO CINEMA
Angela Allen
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FILM 

THE AVIATOR 
Michael Mann / Sandy Climan / 
Graham King / Charles Evans Jr 

ETERNAL SUNSHINE OF THE SPOTLESS 
MIND 

Steve Golin / Anthony Bregman 

FINDING NEVERLAND Richard N Gladstein / Nellie Bellflower 

THE MOTORCYCLE DIARIES (DIARIOS DE 
MOTOCICLETA) 

Michael Nozik / Edgard Tenembaum / 
Karen Tenkhoff 

VERA DRAKE Simon Channing Williams / Alain Sarde 

THE ALEXANDER KORDA AWARD FOR THE OUTSTANDING BRITISH FILM 
OF THE YEAR 

DEAD MAN’S SHOES Mark Herbert / Shane Meadows 

HARRY POTTER AND THE PRISONER OF 
AZKABAN 

David Heyman / Chris Columbus / Mark 
Radcliffe / Alfonso Cuarón 

MY SUMMER OF LOVE 
Tanya Seghatchian / Christopher 
Collins / Pawel Pawlikowski 

SHAUN OF THE DEAD Nira Park / Edgar Wright 

VERA DRAKE  
Simon Channing Williams / Alain Sarde / 
Mike Leigh 

THE CARL FOREMAN AWARD FOR SPECIAL ACHIEVEMENT BY A BRITISH 
DIRECTOR/PRODUCER OR WRITER IN THEIR FIRST FEATURE FILM 

AMMA ASANTE Director/Writer (for A Way of Life) 

ANDREA GIBB Writer (for Afterlife) 

MATTHEW VAUGHN  Director (for Layer Cake) 

NIRA PARK  Producer (for Shaun of the Dead) 

SHONA AUERBACH Director (for Dear Frankie) 

THE DAVID LEAN AWARD FOR ACHIEVEMENT IN DIRECTION 

THE AVIATOR Martin Scorsese 

COLLATERAL Michael Mann 

ETERNAL SUNSHINE OF THE SPOTLESS 
MIND  

Michel Gondry 

FINDING NEVERLAND Marc Forster 

VERA DRAKE  Mike Leigh 

ORIGINAL SCREENPLAY 

THE AVIATOR John Logan 

COLLATERAL Stuart Beattie 

ETERNAL SUNSHINE OF THE 
SPOTLESS MIND

Charlie Kaufman 
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SPOTLESS MIND 

RAY James L White 

VERA DRAKE  Mike Leigh 

ADAPTED SCREENPLAY 

THE CHORUS (LES CHORISTES) 
Christophe Barratier / Philippe Lopes-
Curval 

CLOSER Patrick Marber 

FINDING NEVERLAND David Magee 

THE MOTORCYCLE DIARIES (DIARIOS DE 
MOTOCICLETA)  

José Rivera 

SIDEWAYS Alexander Payne / Jim Taylor 

FILM NOT IN THE ENGLISH LANGUAGE 

LES CHORISTES (THE CHORUS) 
Arthur Cohn / Nicolas Mauvernay / 
Jacques Perrin / Christophe Barratier 

DIARIOS DE MOTOCICLETA (THE 
MOTORCYCLE DIARIES) 

Michael Nozik / Edgard 
Tenembaum / Karen Tenkhoff / 
Walter Salles 

UN LONG DIMANCHE DE FIANCAILLES (A 
VERY LONG ENGAGEMENT) 

Francis Boespflug / Jean-Pierre Jeunet 

LA MALA EDUCACION (BAD EDUCATION) Agustín Almodóvar / Pedro Almodóvar 

SHI MIAN MAI FU (HOUSE OF FLYING 
DAGGERS)  

Bill Kong / Zhang Yimou 

ACTOR IN A LEADING ROLE 

GAEL GARCÍA BERNAL 
The Motorcycle Diaries (Diarios de 
Motocicleta) 

JAMIE FOXX  Ray 

JIM CARREY Eternal Sunshine of the Spotless Mind 

JOHNNY DEPP Finding Neverland 

LEONARDO DICAPRIO The Aviator 

ACTRESS IN A LEADING ROLE 

CHARLIZE THERON Monster 

IMELDA STAUNTON Vera Drake 

KATE WINSLET Eternal Sunshine of the Spotless Mind 

KATE WINSLET  Finding Neverland 

ZIYI ZHANG 
House of Flying Daggers (Shi Mian Mai 
Fu) 

ACTOR IN A SUPPORTING ROLE 

ALAN ALDA  The Aviator 

CLIVE OWEN  Closer 

JAMIE FOXX Collateral 

PHIL DAVIS Vera Drake 

RODRIGO DE LA SERNA 
The Motorcycle Diaries (Diarios de 
Motocicleta) 

ACTRESS IN A SUPPORTING ROLE 

CATE BLANCHETT The Aviator 
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